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VFW Post 9639 in service to God, Country and Community for over 60 years  

Dear Members,  

 Well again this is my 

last newsletter as Post Com-

mander, by the time this 

comes out we will have 

elected a new Post Com-

mander and someone new to 

the Board of Directors and Iôll 

again be elected as District 

18ôs Commander.  

 I would like to thank everyone who helped 

to again make this Post an All-State and hopefully 

an All-American Post. It was great to see several 

new Veterans, Ladies Auxiliary, and Social mem-

bers helping out in our Post activities and this is 

why we are one of the best Posts and in the 18th 

District and in the Nation, for which everyone 

should be proud. It took a lot of hard work to get to 

the top and itôs even harder to keep us there. 

 I know not everyone agrees all the time with 

the way we do things around here; because we hear 

it all the time. But we are one of the best. The 

Board works very hard and puts in a lot of time and 

effort, which they do not get paid anything except 

for the honor of their positions that their Comrades 

have stowed upon them, into making this a place 

where people can come have a good meal and a 

good time in a nice clean and friendly atmosphere. 

So if you do like what they are doing, next time you 

see one of the Board members give them a big 

thank you. Also if you donôt think so, please pa-

tronize another post that you think are doing things 

the way you want them to be done. Again thank 

you for a great year.  

Serving the District, Post and Community 

Glen J. Hoffer, Post Commander 2009-2010 

INCOMING COMMANDERôS COMMENTS  

Dear Members, 

 It is with great pride that I 

accepted the position of Com-

mander of Eshleman-Pankake-

Wolf Post 9639 Veterans of For-

eign Wars. During the past seven 

years, I have served as your Post 

Quartermaster under the fine lead-

ership of Past Commanders; Glen 

Hoffer, Fred Hechler, Clarence Klinger, and Dennis 

Haines.  Each of these Past Commanders brought 

strong military values to our Post. As I write this arti-

cle, I reflect fondly on these past seven years and the 

many programs we provide to help others. The mili-

tary values of Loyalty, Duty, Respect, Selfless Ser-

vice, Honor, Integrity, and Personal Courage have all 

been demonstrated in the officers of this VFW Post in 

the ways this Post has assisted Veterans and members 

of our Community. The ñCan-Doò attitude of our Post 

membership has always inspired me to give of myself 

to help others with our many programs. I have ad-

dressed many of our programs in the Quartermasterôs 

Report, so I will not repeat them here, but I have only 

one request of each member of OUR Post, step for-

ward and actively support one program.  If each 

member would actively support only one program we 

would be an even greater VFW Post. In closing, I look 

forward to working with each member of this Post to 

support our Veterans, our deployed service members, 

our Community, and our Youth. I also look forward to 

enjoying your friendship in our Post Canteen.  

 God Bless our Service Members, and God 

Bless America. 

Yours in Comradeship 
Tom Gordon,  Post Commander 2010-2011 



Dear Sisters, 

 I am proud to be chosen 

to serve as your President for 

another year and want to thank 

those that volunteered to take 

the other necessary officer posi-

tions. (There are still chairman-

ships that need to be filled.)   If 

we work together we will have 

another successful year aiding 

and assisting American heroes, 

our Veterans. 

 We appreciate everyoneôs help in making our 

newest fundraiser (Deluxe Sub Coupons) and our 

spring fundraiser (Loyalty Day Ham Dinner) the suc-

cesses that they were. Special appreciation to Grant 

and Mike for their volunteer kitchen work. 

 We will have deserts for sale at the 15-week 

picnic June 6th. All donations (deserts and  money) are 

greatly appreciated. 

 As we prepare to start another Auxiliary year, I 

thought I would review some official Auxiliary ritual 

items. 

 Salute by placing the palm of your right hand 

over your heart. 

 Attention means hands at your side; head up 

with eyes looking straight ahead. 

 With Parade Rest the left foot is moved 

slightly to the side while bringing the arms to the small 

of the back. Clasp the left thumb in the right hand. 

 The President uses the gavel as follows: One 

rap ï Attention, Two raps ï Arise, and Three raps ï Be 

Seated. 

 Whenever the Chaplain is opening or closing 

the Bible, everyone should stop all movement and talk-

ing. 

 While we do not strictly enforce these in our 

meetings, we encourage them out of respect for each 

other and our veterans. 

 

                             Whenever God closes one door  

          He always opens another, 

                               Even though sometimes it is  

          Hell in the Hallway. 

Dear Members of VFW Post 9639, 
 

     As the VFW fiscal year come to a close in June, and 

our newly elected officers establish programs and activi-

ties for the next year, it is time to reflect with Pride in 

our accomplishments during this past year under the lead-

ership of Post Commander Glen Hoffer.  During this past 

year we have not only provided benefits for our Veterans 

and deployed service members, but additionally, we have 

supported our local Community and Youth.  Listed below 

are a few of the significant programs and benefits we pro-

vided and activities we supported, and you can see just 

how involved we are, and how beneficial we are in our 

Community.   
 

Post Veteran Members Support: 

Service Officer assistance for VA claims  

Honor Guard for Veterans funerals  

Veterans Death Benefits 

Flags for Veterans gravesites 

Veterans Support: 

VAMC Veterans Riverboat Cruises 

VAMC Veterans Birthday Parties 

VAMC Baseball Games on City Island 

VFW National Home for Orphans 

VFW Homeless Veteransô Fund 

Deployed Soldier Support: 

Wounded Warrior Fund 

Care packages for deployed soldiers 

Operation Uplink ï Phone cards 

National Military Service - Unmet Needs 

USO 

Community and Youth Support: 

East and West Hanover Youth Baseball 

East Hanover Youth Football 

Community Easter Egg Hunt 

Grantville Fire Company 

Grantville Area Food Pantry  

Adopt-A-Road Jonestown Road clean-up 

Arthritis Foundation 

American Diabetes Association 

Hospice of Central PA 

Central Penn Blood Bank 
 

     These are but a few of the many programs and activi-

ties we support throughout the year.  
 

Be Proud and Support your VFW Post!   
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QUARTERMASTERôS REPORT PRESIDENTôS DESK 

Linda Smith, 

 President 

All American Post                  vfw9639.org               vfw9639@verizon.net                    

Tom Gordon,  

Outgoing Quartermaster 



 

  The  

Manada Hill  

      
   Inn, Inc. 

3 

KITCHEN UPDATE  

CANTEEN UPDATE  

Dear Members, 

 With the nice weather upon us and everyone enjoy-

ing the outdoors, remember to stop by for a cold drink, great 

meal & to sign the book! 

 We are always in need of volunteers especially for 

the 15 week picnic. It would be great to have more social 

members participate in our functions. Volunteer chips are not 

only for Active members.  

 So volunteer your time, have some fun and earn a 

free drink or two. To volunteer either see me, call 469-2195 

or email managervfw9639@verizon.net. Look forward to 

hearing from you. 

 The canteen will be open Memorial Day Monday 

May 31st starting at 11AM. 
 

Remember:  

Stop waiting for the storms to pass 

Start enjoying dancing in the rain 
 

Tammy Grove, Canteen Manager 

Post Officers 2010 - 2011 
 

Commanderééééé.éé...é Thomas Gordon 
Senior Vice Commanderéé. Daniel Stefanowich 
Junior Vice Commanderééé.éé... Gerry Ortiz 
Quartermasterééé.éééé... Fredrick Hechler 
Adjutantéééééééé.é..é.é Randy Eckert 
Judge Advocateéééééé..é Robert DeSoura 
Chaplainéééééééééé....é. Mike Kreiser 
Surgeonéééééé..éééé... Richard Adams 
Trustee 3 Yearééééééé.éé.... Ray Carter 
Trustee 2 Year ééééééé..é Clifford Kreiser 
Trustee 1 Yearééééééé....é.... Gary Shuler 
 

Post Auxiliary Officers 
 

Presidentééééééé.éé.é..é. Linda Smith 
Senior Vice Presidentéééé Margaret M Houck 
Junior Vice PresidentééééééDorothy Adams 
Treasureréééééééé..é.. Georgia Giddings 
Secretaryéééééééé..é.. Georgia Giddings 
Chaplainééééééééé..é.é Arlene Hetrick 
Conductressééééééé.é..é.... Edith Shuler 
Guardéééééééééé...éé Nancy Wallish 
Trustee 3 Yearééééé.ééé... Linda Morrow 
Trustee 2 Yearééééé.é.ééé.. Diane Suhr 
Trustee 1 Yearééééé.éé... Jeannine Spitler 

Canteen Board of Directors 
 

Chairmanééééé.é.ééé.  Fredrick Hechler 
Vice Chairman éééééé.é 2 Yr Mike Kreiser 
Recording Secretary é.éé.... 3 Yr Randy Eckert 
Member ééééééé..... 4 Yr Clarence Klinger 
Member ééééééé..é... 1 Yr Richard Grubb 

Dates to Remember 
 

6/6 - 15 Week Picnic - Noon - Canteen Closed 

6/9 - Veterans River Boat Cruise - 10 AM  

6/9 - Road Clean-Up 6 PM    

6/17 - POST Auxiliary Meeting - 7:00 PM 

6/24 - POST Active Meeting - 7:30 PM 

6/24 - Canteen Meeting - Following Post Meeting 

6/30 - VAMC Patient Birthday Party - 2 PM  

7/7 - Veterans River Boat Cruise - 10 AM    

7/15 - POST Auxiliary Meeting -7:00 PM 

7/22 - POST Active Meeting - 7:30 PM 

7/22 - Canteen meeting following the Post meeting  

7/28 - VAMC Patient Birthday Party - 2 PM 

8/8 - 18th District Meeting - Gratz - 2 PM 

8/11 - Veterans River Boat Cruise - 10 AM  

8/11 - Road Clean-Up - 6 PM  

8/19 - POST Auxiliary Meeting - 7:00 PM 

8/25 - VAMC Patient Birthday Party - 2 PM  

8/26 - POST Active Meeting - 7:30 PM 

8/26 - Canteen meeting following the Post meeting  

Dear Members of the VFW,  

 Believe it or not, we are celebrating a year as your 

food service provider! During the past year we have experi-

enced many new challenges and prospects for growth and 

change in our formats and services. Our special events such 

as our Thanksgiving Buffet, New Year's Eve, Valentines 

Dinner Dance and Easter Buffet have been well received 

and give us more ideas for new and varied events to come. 

We are also enjoying our working relationship with the 

Board of Directors and your club manager, Tammy Grove. 

We believe that a continued partnership will benefit the 

9639's success as well as our own.  

 We have found that operating a restaurant style 

kitchen under the limitations of club rules has many chal-

lenges as well as the benefit of a very loyal membership. 

We feel as though attendance has increased on a regular 

basis and we are getting support from members, both old 

and new. For this we thank you all.  

 Please save the insert in this letter which details a 

vast number of coming events and specials. We are continu-

ing our search for new ways to satisfy the membership. For 

instance, the Tuesday Night Buffets (presented on the sec-

ond and fourth Tuesdays of the month} are becoming very 

popular. Only $6.95 for a great quality buffet dinner. What a 

value!  

 We look forward to serving the VFW 9639 in the 

coming year and beyond. Again, thanks for your support 

and input. 

 

Sincerely and in service, 

Grant Kyler and Mike Lawyer 

Manada Hill Inn, Inc 



  Easter Egg Hunt 
 On Saturday 

April 3rd at 1 PM sharp 

the Grantville Volunteer 

Fire Company sounded 

the siren and the hunt 

was on.   

 All total 203 

kids gathered 210 

dozen eggs filled with 

candy and 4 dozen 

prize eggs. Donations 

covered all but $125. 
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15-WEEK RAFFLE / FUNDRAISER 
  

 This fundraiser is in full swing. The last 

drawings will be at the picnic on Sunday June 6th at 

3 PM. If you have a ticket come out and try to  

punch out your own number.  

 The picnic is for raffle ticket holders only. 

There are no tickets available and every one coming 

must have a ticket, no exceptions.    

 Food will be served starting at Noon. No 

food will be served during the raffle drawing. We 

ask that you take all you can eat, BUT eat all you 

take. Please, No Tables Reserved unless you stay 

with the table. 

 The Post has again 

registered for the volun-

teer help program with 

Hershey Entertainment and Resorts. Volunteers are 

normally needed at Hershey Park, but sometimes some 

are needed at the Giant Center, the Stadium, and High 

Meadow Campground. If you are interested in receiv-

ing a free park day-pass, contact the post to find out 

when help is needed and when vouchers are being 

awarded. You will get a voucher and the Post gets 

your wages. If you are working at the Giant Center 

you will park in the employee lot behind the Giant 

Center and enter the staff entrance. 

 

105 PINTS 
 Comrade Michael J. Kocevar 

III only joined our post in August but 

has already moved close to the top of 

the list of blood donors. Mike was not a member 

when he gave his 100th pint, so we will recognize 

him now at 105 pints.  

WAY TO GO MIKE  

 

Mature (55+ years old) Drivers Course 
 

 We will host two Mature Drivers Courses. One 

on Monday June 21st and 28th from 5 PM to 9 PM each 

day, a total of 8 hours. The cost is $18.00 per partici-

pant. We need a check payable to VFW Post 9639 in 

the amount of $18 per participant by June 10th. 

 The second will be Tuesday, July 6th and 13th 

from 1:30 PM to 5:30 PM each day, a total of 8 hrs. We 

must have a minimum of 15 and no more than 30 par-

ticipants. The cost is $25.00 per participant and includes 

nonalcoholic beverages for both days. We need a check 

payable to VFW Post 9639 in the amount of $25 per 

participant by June 24th. 

 At the completion of the class, the participants 

will receive certificates of completion. The completion 

of this program will entitle you to an insurance discount 

of 5%. 

 The Postôs adopted 

201st  RED HORSE Squadron 

returns to Fort Indiantown Gap 

after a six-month deployment 

to locations throughout Iraq 

and Afghanistan. The mission 

of this mobile civil engineering 

response force was to build 

and repair military infrastruc-

tures that support missions 

theater wide as part of the 

Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

 The Patriot Guard Riders helped greet the air-

man as they arrived. Local fire departments stage 

their towers along 

Air Guard Road to 

welcome the con-

voy of returning 

Airmen. (U.S. Air 

Force Photos by 

and released by 

SMSgt  David 

Hawkins)  


