
Dear Sisters,  
 The wonderful sights, 

sounds and smells of Spring are 

slowly arrivingéa great time to 

refresh & renew our support to our 

Veterans and Post! 

 Lots of hands (and a good 

bit of cash) are needed for our April 

3rd Easter egg hunt; to get the prizes 

and candy, fill the plastic eggs, pre-

pare the woods for the hunt, hide 

the eggs, and the hunt itself. 

 We are making some exciting changes with our 

Spring Ham Dinner.  First, the date ï traditionally we hon-

ored our mothers by offering our dinner Motherôs Day 

weekend.  Now, we are honoring our countryôs patriots by 

offering our dinner on Loyalty Day, May 1st. Loyalty Day 

was established to reaffirm our loyalty to the USA and to 

recognize the heritage of American freedom. What better 

way to show your loyalty to our great Country than helping 

your Auxiliary have a successful fundraiser! We are also 

excited to have Manada Hill Catering join us by volunteer-

ing to do all of the cooking. We still need a dishwasher, 

servers, deserts, and set-up/tear-down crews. 

 We have ñWarmth for Warriorsò skull cap patterns 

for people who knit or crochet. The troops wear the caps 

under their helmets and will be included in our future care 

packages. 

 Donôt forget to VOTE in the May 18th primary. 

 Sadly, I have to report that our Auxiliary missed 

100% membership by 17. Seventeen Sisters did not pay 

their dues by the December Award deadline. Also, we will 

not be collecting plastic bottle caps to fight cancer as it was 

a hoax. 

  Life may not be the party hoped for, 

  But while we are there we should dance. 
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Dear Members,  
 I hope everyone had a 

safe and happy holiday season. 

Spring is just around the corner 

and things here at the Post and 

District are starting to again get 

busy. Within the next three 

months we will be having our 

election for the 2010-2011 Post 

and Canteen officers. 

 The Post will have the Community Easter egg 

hunt, Ladies ham dinner, opening of the picnic woods, 

road cleanup, placing of flags on all the Veterans 

graves, Memorial Day services at the four cemeteries 

in our area, Buddy Poppy distribution, and Color guard 

for opening of the East Hanover baseball season. For 

the hospitalized Veterans we will have boat rides on 

the Pride of the Susquehanna with a picnic lunch and 

also Harrisburg Senators baseball games. 

 The District will have a cake and ice cream 

party for all students who entered the Patriot Pen con-

test, a membership banquet for all Posts, Loyalty Day 

Service and election of District officers for 2010-2011. 
  If you have some spare time to attend or help 

with any of these events check the calendar inside, then 

mark your calendar. 

 On a more serious note, in January 2009 more 

Veterans took their own life then were killed in action. 

I would like Veterans and their families to know there 

is help for trauma-related difficulties at the Harrisburg 

Vet Center. All counseling is private and confidential, 

and will not be on anyoneôs record. You do not even 

have to give your name. For help call (717) 782-3954 

and talk to a 2004 Iraq Vet Gelu G. Negrea or email 

Gelu.Negrea@va.gov   
 

PRESIDENTôS DESK 

Serving the District, Post and Community 

Glen J. Hoffer, Post Commander 
Linda Smith, 

 President 



 

  The  

Manada Hill  

       
  Inn, Inc. 

Dear Members of the VFW ,  

 The Manada Hill Inn, Inc. is grateful to the mem-

bership of the Post for its continued support of our service. 

We are planning more new specials, theme nights, and 

other offerings to increase your interest and patronage.  

 Serving a members only club has proved to be 

both a challenge and a rewarding experience. The biggest 

task we face is to increase the volume of business while 

operating under the constraints of a members only club 

with smoking privileges. Small changes, such as the Board 

granting us public access on Sunday mornings, are and 

will continue to be very important to our success and 

eventual profitability.  

 Mike and I are working very hard on a daily basis 

to insure that we are providing you with top restaurant 

quality food at prices that are not only affordable but at-

tractive. Colleen, Tina and Gina have gotten to know 

many of you which helps them to satisfy the "little things" 

associated with serving you. We are always eager to hear 

feedback-even the bad ones- which helps us in our goal of 

increasing business and club membership involvement.  

Many of you have experienced our buffets. We are plan-

ning a number of special nights and events in the coming 

weeks. We have included a flier with this newsletter out-

lining some of our coming attractions.  

 Again, thank you all for your continued support. 
 

Sincerely and in service, 
Grant Kyler and Mike Lawyer 

Manada Hill Inn, Inc 
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QUARTERMASTERôS REPORT 

Yours in Comradeship, 

Tom Gordon, Post Quartermaster 

KITCHEN UPDATE  

Dear Members, 

  Iôd like to devote my column to the ñVò 

word.  No, not Veterans, or Victory, or Valor, but 

the word Volunteer.   

 The Shellsville VFW Post and Canteen is 

made up of over 1,500 members; Veterans, Ladies 

Auxiliary, Associate, and Social.  But where are all 

the members when our many programs are planned 

and performed?  There are fewer than 2% (30 mem-

bers) that Volunteer to perform 95% of our pro-

grams. 

 In December, who helped with the Chil-

drenôs Christmas Party? In January, who was at the 

Post Canteen to help take down the Christmas deco-

rations? In March, who will help with the prepara-

tion for the annual Community Easter Egg Hunt? 

Every month there is a VFW activity or program that 

needs your Volunteer support.   

 On Saturday, April 24th, who will help set-

up the picnic grounds for the summer? On May 28th 

through May 31st, who will help distribute Buddy 

Poppies? These are just a few of the many up-

coming activities that need a few hours of your Vol-

unteer support.   

 If you say you have never been asked to help, 

then this is your invitation to become involved with 

the VFW Post or Canteen. We need You, if we are 

to continue with our many programs. 

 Some tasks are physical, like moving 80 pic-

nic tables out of the pavilion at the picnic grounds. 

Some tasks are easy, like placing labels on the news-

letters, or decorating the Canteen for holidays, or 

helping with road clean-up; but one thing is for sure, 

we all have a good time and friendships are made. I 

believe every member has a talent that can benefit 

our VFW Post and Canteen.  So Volunteer to give a 

few hours to one or more of our programs. Pick up 

the phone and call me at my home 534-2478. 

     Get involved, make some new friends, and have 

some fun! 

CANTEEEN UPDATE  

Dear Members, 

 Hopefully winter is behind us and we are well on 

our way to brighter and warmer days. I would like to take 

this chance to ask for your help! The Canteen is a members 

only Social Club, and the staff is required to check your 

membership card ensuring you are a member in good stand-

ing. I empathize with members whom have a problem with 

this and apologize if this policy offends you. The staff is 

only doing their job. We would like to thank the members 

that have their membership cards ready prior to being 

served. The staff appreciates your support on this issue. 

 Thanks to all the members who supported our Val-

entine Dinner Dance. Hope everyone had a good time. 

Watch for more information on our St. Patties Day dinner 

and dance on March 13. Stay tuned for other upcoming 

events. 

 Donôt forget to bring your family & friends for a 

fine restaurant quality dinner at terrific club prices. 
  

Tammy Grove 

Canteen Manager 
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Dates to Remember 
 

3/13 -  Saint Patrickôs Day Dinner & Dance 

3/14 -  Daylight Savings Time Begins 

3/17 - Saint Patrickôs Day 

3/18 - Ladies Auxiliary Meeting - 7:00 PM 

3/24 - VAMC Patients Birthday Party - 2 PM  

3/25 - POST Active Meeting - 7:30 PM 

3/25 - Canteen Meeting - Following Post Meeting 

3/27 - DJ Dave Heilman - 8-11 PM 

3/31 - Easter Egg Stuffing - 6 PM   

 4/3 - Easter Egg Hunt - 1 PM Start 

 4/4 - Easter - Canteen Closed 

 4/4 - Easter Buffet - 11-4 PM - Open to the Public 

4/15 - Ladies Auxiliary Meeting -7:00 PM 

4/17 - Road Clean-Up - 9 AM 

       Coffee and doughnuts at 8:30 in Canteen 

4/22 - POST Active Meeting - 7:30 PM 

4/22 - Canteen Meeting - Following Post Meeting 

4/24 - Picnic Woods Opening - 9 AM 

4/28 - VAMC Patients Birthday Party - 2 PM  

 5/1 - Auxiliary Ham Dinner - 4 PM - 7 PM 

 5/2 - 18th District Meeting - Lower Allen 2 PM 

 5/9 - Mothers Day Buffet - 11-4 PM -  

          Open to the Public 

5/12 - Veterans River Boat Cruise - 10 AM   

5/15 - Armed Forces Day  

5/18 - Election Day - VOTE  

5/19 - Place Flags at Cemeteries - Wednesday 6 PM  

5/20 - Ladies Auxiliary Meeting - 7:00 PM 

5/25 - VAMC Patients Birthday Party - 2 PM  

5/27 - POST Active Meeting - 7:30 PM 

5/27 - Canteen Meeting - Following Post Meet 

5/28 - 31 - Poppy Fund Raiser - All Weekend 

5/31 - Memorial Day Ceremonies & Celebration  

 

2009/2010 WINNERS OF  

STUDENT PROGRAMS 

 

VOICE OF DEMOCRACY  
 

1st - Justine A. Lundsted, Northern Lebanon HS  

2nd - Robert F. Tamburro III, Lower Dauphin HS  

3rd - Grace C. Tomalavage, Central Dauphin HS  

 

PATRIOTôS PEN  
 

     1st - Gianna M. Acri, Holy Name of Jesus   

             Also 4th Place in District #18  

     2nd tie - Marian J. Eiben, Holy Name of Jesus  

     2nd tie - Jonathan LR Clark, Holy Name of Jesus 

              Also 5th place in District #18 

     4th - Ryan M. Petrasic,  Holy Name of Jesus   

     5th - Mark A. Pitman, Holy Name of Jesus  

     6th - Emily S. Damico, Holy Name of Jesus   
  

CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION 

TEACHER  
 

Anthony Sedum - 7th Grade English, Linglestown MS  

 

Congratulations to all our winners. 

HOMELESS VETERANS STAND DOWN 
 

 The Post participated in a stand down for home-

less Veterans, on January 9 & 10, at the 28th Division ar-

mory. Homeless Veterans were given hot showers, hair-

cuts, hot meals, a warm place to sleep, movies to watch, 

new clothes to wear and a bag full of clothes and sand-

wiches to take along when they left.  

 Representatives were assisting with disability 

claims where needed, and the veterans were also told 

about job opportunities.  

 I would like to thank Grant and Mike of our 

Manada Hill Inn, for roasting the turkeys, and Glen and 

Bridget Hoffer for making and baking 50 lbs of meatloaf, 

and Fred and Terrie Hechler, Ed Fake, and Skip Klinger 

for their help at the stand down. I would also like to thank 

everyone who donated clothes and personal care items to 

these needy Veterans. 

Fly Your Flag and Vote 
 

 Spring will soon be here, and we are starting to 

see new life all around us. As the flowers and trees bud 

with color, take a moment to think about our Free-

doms. Just as flowers blossom in the summer, wither in 

the fall, and appear to die in the winter, only to reap-

pear and bud in the spring; so to is the life cycle of our 

Freedoms. Our brave Veterans were called by our Na-

tion to sow the seeds of Freedom and Democracy 

throughout the world. Though many have given the 

ultimate sacrifice, their memory will never die but 

lives on in each of us. Each Spring when we think 

about the new life around us, let us remember that the 

Freedoms we enjoy come from the sacrifices of our 

Veterans, both past and present. Donôt wait until Me-

morial Day to honor our Veterans.  Memorialize our 

service members everyday by proudly flying the 

American Flag, supporting the VFWôs programs, 

and proudly Voting in every election. The greatest 

memorial to our service members is the preserva-

tion of our Freedoms. 



      Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday April 3rd 

 
 At 1 PM sharp the Grant-

ville Volunteer Fire Company will 

sound the siren on their Fire Truck. 

 This will start the hunt for 

Plastic Eggs filled with candy and 

other surprises. There are separate 

age groups to make the event fair to 

all. Each group will have a dozen 

numbered eggs that are turned in for prizes appropriate 

for their age group. The event is open to the public. 

 The Easter Bunny will arrive on the Fire truck 

and will greet the children after the hunt. 

 Approximately 200 children attend the annul 

Ester Egg Hunt. To help with the costs there is a dona-

tion jar at the hunt and in the Canteen.  

All American Post                  vfw9639.org               vfw9639@verizon.net                    
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15-WEEK RAFFLE / FUNDRAISER 
  

 This fundraiser is already in full swing. 

Drawings are being held every Wednesday evening 

at 7:30 PM. Come out to the drawings and try to 

punch out your own number.  

 The final drawing and picnic will be on June 

6, 2010. The picnic is for raffle ticket holders only. 

There are still a few remaining tickets, but they will 

not last long. This raffle is the Postôs biggest fund-

raiser.   

 Food will be served from Noon until 5:00 

PM. No food will be served during the raffle draw-

ing. We ask that you take all you can eat, BUT eat 

all you take. Please, No Tables Reserved unless you 

stay with the table. 

A Special THANK YOU To 

Palmyra - WAL*MART 
For itôs generous Community Service 

donation of $1000 to POST 9639 

Auxiliary Fundraiser 
 

 The Ladies Auxiliary is selling pieces of pa-

per! Yes, really!  Well, maybe a better description 

would be Coupons.  Starting at our February 18th 

meeting and running thru our March 18th meeting (at 

least), we will be selling Sub coupons for $4.50.  

These coupons may be redeemed at Market Place 

(formerly Seamanôs Market) during 2010 for a De-

luxe Sub - Canadian Maple Ham with American 

Cheese, Smoked Turkey with Cooper Cheese, Italian 

(Capicola Ham, Pepperoni, Hard Salami) with Provo-

lone, or 3 cheese-American, Swiss and Provolone. 

All choices would be great for lunch, trips, or any 

evening (especially Mondays). 

Prestigious Honor of  

ñAll-American Postò 
 

 This past year, the Eshleman-Pankake-Wolf 

(Shellsville) Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 9639 re-

ceived the prestigious honor of being named an ñAll-

Americanò Post. Annually, the VFW State Com-

mander nominates those Posts that have fulfilled the 

mandatory requirements and support the many Veter-

ans programs necessary for consideration of this high 

honor. Our Post has never received this National honor 

even though we have been named an ñAll-Stateò Post 

many times over the Postôs 63-year history. 

 Being named an ñAll-Americanò Post was 

truly an honor, since only 2% of all the VFW Posts in 

the Nation are awarded this honor. This shows that the 

members of VFW Post 9639 truly support our Veter-

ans and deployed service members, as well as our 

Community and Youth. With the great support of our 

members we are striving to achieve this National honor 

for a second year in a row. 

May 1, 2010 
 

4 PM to 7 PM 
 

Adults $8.50   Kids (4-12) $4.50 

Under 4 Free 
 

 

Ladies Auxiliary 

 Ham Dinner 
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Lest We Forget 
Departed Comrades - Sisters - Post Members 

Eshleman-Pankake-Wolf  

Shellsville VFW Post 9639 

8926 Jonestown Road 

Grantville PA  17028-9524 
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