
Dear Sisters,  

 Thank you to everyone 

that helped with our Ham Dinner.  

Linda Morrow did another out-

standing cooking job too.  

 It is great to have some of 

our newest members coming to 

our meetings. Between this news-

letter and our meetings, they can 

be totally informed and have the 

opportunity to vote their opinion. Many of you have told 

me that you are willing to help ñanytime ï just give me a 

callò. Try to understand what it would take for me to 

look-up everyoneôs telephone number every time we 

need help on already published events. Please keep our 

activities on whatever personal calendar you refer to fre-

quently and be sure our files have current contact infor-

mation (just in case). 

 ATTENTION:  Due to a scheduling problem, our 

December meeting has been moved to Friday, December 

18th. We will still have a covered dish Holiday Social 

(entrée provided) at 6 PM with the meeting starting at 7 

PM. Remember that we have to have your membership 

dues payment to Dept before Dec 12th. 

 We have lost our connection for the plastic bottle 

tops/caps (she lost her battle against breast cancer). We 

will let you know when (if) we can take them again. 

 A few new fundraising ideas have been pre-

sented to us. Please be sure to vote your opinion on them 

at meeting and then support the Auxiliary decision by 

ñselling and buyingò.  

 (I am looking for someone that does calligraphy.) 

 

  Life may not be the party hoped for, 

  But while we are there we should dance. 
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VFW Post 9639 in service to God, Country and Community for over 60 years  

Dear Members,  

 Well we are now into 

the holiday season and I wish 

you and your families a safe 

and happy season. We are also 

into the winter season, which 

means snow, icy roads and icy 

sidewalks, so we need to be 

extra careful of slips and falls.  

 We have received our plaque and streamer for 

being named an All-American Post. It looks great and 

was a great honor to receive, so check it out. 

 Again, I would like to thank everyone who 

helped with the various events this past year and I 

was happy to see some of our social members getting 

involved, because its your club too; so again thank 

you. 

 We are still looking for Veterans to join our 

great organization. So if you know of any, please 

have them stop by and talk to us so we can get them 

joined up. If any are close friends or relatives of 

yours, a membership in the VFW would make a nice 

Christmas gift. 

 I would also like to welcome all the new 

members who have joined our Post this past year. I 

would also like to invite you and all of our members 

to our monthly meetings; remember, itôs your Post 

and we are always looking for some new input on 

how to make it better. We could also use some new 

blood to step up and take one of the various Post of-

fices and committee chairs. So please give this some 

thought over the next few months and in March, say 

yes when asked to step up and take an active roll in 

your Post.  
 

PRESIDENTôS DESK 

Serving the District, Post and Community 
Glen J. Hoffer, Post Commander 

Linda Smith, 
 President 



 

  The  

Manada Hill  

       
  Inn, Inc. 

 The Manada Hill Inn, Inc. would like to thank 

the VFW 9639 membership and Board of Directors for 

your continued support of our involvement in the day 

to day activities of your canteen. We continue to make 

progress in our new home and we are enjoying the ex-

perience. We realize that our success is determined by 

the membership's patronage of our food service and we 

are continually striving to gain your acceptance and 

approval. We will always evolve our menus and spe-

c i a l  s e l e c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  f i n e s t  

quality available and variety to match. We are includ-

ing a list of our upcoming specials and events in our 

accompanying insert. Hopefully we can help make a 

long, cold winter a little more bearable for all. Please 

enjoy our food service and don't hesitate to offer sug-

gestions. We are here to please you. 

 We hope those of you who attended our 

Thanksgiving Buffet were pleased with our offering. 

We had a great day! Thanks!!! 
 

Sincerely and in service,  

Grant Kyler and Mike Lawyer  

The Manada Hill Inn, Inc. 
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QUARTERMASTERôS REPORT 

Yours in Comradeship, 

Tom Gordon, Post Quartermaster 

KITCHEN UPDATE  

All American Post                  vfw9639.org               vfw9639@verizon.net                    

Dear members, 
 As we close out 2009, Shellsville VFW Post 

9639 remains the largest VFW Post in Dauphin County.  

Even though some of our beloved Comrades have passed 
away, we constantly strive to remain the Countyôs largest 

and most active VFW by recruiting new Veteran mem-

bers. We are also striving to strengthen our Post Canteen 

through new Associate and Social members. Itôs great to 
see new members in the Post Canteen and becoming ac-

tive in Post activities. Remember, both our VFW Post 

and Post Canteen are non-profit organizations, which 
means every cent above our operating and maintenance 

costs go towards programs for our members, deployed 

service members, veterans, local community and youth.  
Please continue to use our Post Canteen and help support 

our many programs.  Stop in the Post Canteen as often as 

possible and enjoy the food, drink, and comradery. Addi-

tionally, the Small Games Of Chance offered by the Post 
in the form of Pull-tabs and Raffles are the greatest 

source of revenue to support our Postôs programs. Play-

ing these small games of chance support our many pro-
grams. This brings me to the primary fundraiser of the 

Post, the 15-week Raffle. The 15-week raffle tickets are 

on sale now, in the Canteen or from many of our mem-
bers. The ticket cost is still only $15 and provides you 

173 chances to win from $25 to $2,500 as well as admis-

sion to the Post picnic on Sunday, June 6, 2010. The pic-

nic alone is a great time, worth the price of the ticket.  
The prizes of the raffle total $18,000. The drawings are 

held each Wednesday for 14 weeks beginning on Febru-

ary 24, 2010; with the 15th week drawing held at the Pic-
nic. This is our main fundraiser to support our many pro-

grams. Join us in this FUNdraiser and buy 15-week raffle 

tickets.  They make great Christmas gifts too!  

15-WEEK RAFFLE / FUNDRAISER 
  

 Hey, itôs that time again. The 15-Week Raffle 

tickets are available. As always, tickets will be distrib-
uted to those people who sold them last year. We will be 

able to accommodate a few new sellers this year, so if 

you are interested contact  Lloyd Eshleman or Randy 
Eckert. Come out to the drawings and try to punch your 

own number. You have to play to win. 

CANTEEEN UPDATE  

 For those of you I have not met, I am the new 

Canteen Manager. I would like to thank everyone for 

their patience in my lack of bar knowledge. I have 

learned a lot in the past month and know there is much 

more to learn! Randy, Tom, the Board, and Bar Staff 

have all been great to work with. 

 My background includes administrative work at 

another VFW Post, Coordinator/Evaluator for a premium 

pet food company, Hostess and a Flight Attendant for a 

major airline.   

 To best serve you, I need your comments and 

suggestions. I am trying to decide what to do for New 

Year's Eve. Please contact me at the VFW or e-mail me 

at mangervfw9639@verizon.net.  

 

 I look forward to working with everyone. 

  

Tammy Grove 

Canteen Manager 
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Dates to Remember 
 

12/7 - Pearl Harbor Day - Fly your Flag 

12/18 - POST Auxiliary Meeting - Friday  
 Dinner 6 PM, Meeting 7 PM 

12/19 - Childrenôs Christmas Party - 12-1 PM  

12/23 - POST Active Meeting - Wednesday-7:30 PM 

12/23 - Canteen Meeting - Following Post Meeting  
12/24 - Christmas Eveï Canteen open  11AM - 6 PM 

12/25 - Christmas - Canteen Closed 

12/30 - VAMC Patient Birthday Party - 2 PM  
1/1 - Happy New Year -  Canteen Closed 

     ñPeace, Good Health and Much Happinessò 

1/21 - POST Auxiliary Meeting -7:00 PM 
1/28 - POST Active Meeting - 7:30 PM 

1/28 - Canteen Meeting - Following Post Meeting  

1/22 - 24 - Mid Winter Conference - Gettysburg 

1/31 - 18th District Meeting - 2 PM - Steelton 
2/14 - Valentines Day 

2/14 - 18th District VOD Banquet - Hummelstown 2PM  

2/18 - POST Auxiliary Meeting - 7:00 PM 
2/24 - First 15 Week Drawing  - 7:30 PM 

2/25 - POST Active Meeting - 7:30 PM 

2/25 - Canteen Meeting - Following Post Meeting  

Buddy Poppies 
 

 During this past Veteransô Day 
weekend, 16 of our Post members volun-

teered a few hours of their time to distribute approxi-

mately 3,500 Buddy Poppies to the public at K-mart and 

Samôs Club.  During the Veteranôs Day weekend the dis-
tribution of Buddy Poppies to the adults, and American 

flags to the children, brought in more than $3,500 in dona-

tions.  The distribution of Buddy Poppies during Memorial 
Day weekend and Veteransô Day weekend is the Postôs 

second largest source of income to support our Veteransô 

programs.  Please consider volunteering a few hours next 
Memorial Day weekend to help distribute Buddy Poppies. 

 Thank You to the 16 Post members who volun-

teered their time during the Veteransô Day weekend, and 

Thank You to all who donated and wore the Buddy Pop-
pies in remembrance of our veterans.  

  

100% Post Membership 
 

 VFW Post 9639 is approaching the goal of 
100% Post membership.  The total Active Post Mem-

bership for 2010, as of November 11, 2009, stands at 

579 Comrades, so we only need 30 of our unpaid mem-
bers to pay their dues, in the next two weeks, in order 

to achieve 100%. This was not an easy task since 30 

new Veteran members were needed to join our Post 
since July 1st to make up for our deceased members in 

2009. 

 If we achieve 100% membership by December 

15th, the VFW Department Headquarters will provide 
us with $609.  These funds will go a long way towards 

providing programs and benefits for our Veterans, 

youth and community.  

Congratulations, in advance, on a job well done!   

Commander Hoffer Sees Off 

Adopted RED HORSE Unit 

 
 Our  adopted 

RED HORSE Squadron 

is again off doing what 

it does best. Supporting 

missions on the Global 

War on Terrorism.  

2010 Entertainment Books 
 

 The Post is selling the Harrisburg Area 2010 

Entertainment book. The books retail for $35, but we 

are selling them for $30 already giving you a saving 

opportunity. The book offers you saving opportuni-

ties in Harrisburg, Hershey, York, Carlisle, Camp 

Hill, Palmyra, Lebanon, Mechanicsburg, Hanover, 

Lewistown, and Enola just to mention a few. All 

proceeds come back to VFW Post 9639. They will 

be available until 15 December at the Bar or contact 

Jr Vice Commander Ortiz to purchase a book. Gerry 

Ortiz 717-329-3761 gortiz@vfw9639.org 

 Commander Hoffer and President Smith 

           Present Awards  

 Commander Hoffer and President 
Smith along 

with mem-

bers of the post present 

Sams Club and K-Martôs 

Managers each with a certificate and plaque for their con-
tinued support of the VFW and our Buddy Poppy Pro-

gram. Both stores generously allow Post members to dis-

tribute Poppies and American Flags in front of their stores 
over Veteranôs Holidays. 
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  CHILDRENS CHRISTMAS PARTY 
December 19th 

 

 12 Noon  to 1 PM    Ages 10 and Under 
 

All children MUST already be pre-registered 
 

Raffle Tickets are still available 
 

Chances on a Wagon Full of Toys 
 $1.00 per chance or $5.00 for six chances 

VFW STUDENT CONTESTS  

SUCCESSFUL AGAIN 
 

 2009 was another great year. We had 85 entries 

from the Holy Name of Jesus School in Paxtonia in the 

Patriotôs Pen Essays Contest for Middle School stu-

dents. The essays are 300-500 words. The theme is 

ñWhen is the Right Time to Honor Our Military He-

roes?ò  
 Three High Schools (Central Dauphin, Lower 

Dauphin and Northern Lebanon) participated in a 

Speech Contest. The Speeches are 3-5 minutes in 

length. This yearôs theme is ñDoes America still have 

Heroes?ò Last yearôs Post winner, Bobby Tamburro III 

went on to win First place in the 18th District. Bobby  

is a senior this year and has entered again. All five par-

ticipants will be forwarded to District for their competi-

tion. We wish them all of the best. 

 This was the initial year that Elementary 

Schools had a student contest. Several have indicated 

they are participating. It is a coloring contest for Loy-

alty Day where students in grades 2, 3, 4, & 5 color a 

USA map in colors and mediums they select. The 

school staff will select the best from each school and 

forward them for Post Judging. Our best will be sent to 

the District for their competition.  

 Representatives from Elementary and Middle 

Schools have Nominated Teachers of the Year. 

 These contests are open to public, private, reli-

gious, and home schooled students. These are annual 

contests and information is distributed to schools in the 

Postôs area. We added a number of schools this year. If 

your school does NOT participate, or you do not hear 

about it next September, please contact the Post for a  

Point of Contact. 

 As of the publishing deadline of this newsletter, 

the winners have not been announced. 

LIFE MEMBERS PLAQUES 
 

 Annually we update the Post Life Membership 

plaques on our Wall of Honor in the Post Home with 

the Names of all VFW Life Members of our Post since 

1947. These 9 plaques contain the names of 476 cur-

rent Life Members and 315 deceased Life Members of 

VFW Post 9639. In 2009, there were 7 Comrades that 

became Life Members.  These new Life Members will 

be added to a ninth plaque in early January 2010. The 

Ladies Auxiliary also has 2 plaques honoring their 113 

Life Members of our Auxiliary. If you would like to 

locate the recognition tag of one of our Life Members, 

ask one of our Canteen Staff for the alphabetical loca-

tor lists, and they will be happy to assist you.  

HOMELESS VETERANS STAND DOWN 
 

 There will be a Stand Down in the Harrisburg 

Area on January 9-10, 2010 to provide much needed as-

sistance to our homeless veterans.  To help our less for-

tunate veterans, we are collecting basic comfort and hy-

giene items.  The following items have been requested 

and may be dropped off at our Post Canteen during the 

month of December.  
 

Menôs T-shirts and Under-shorts  

Warm Socks 

(Due to health concerns only new packaged under-

garments and socks may be accepted.) 

Menôs Winter Coats (Gently Used) 

Winter Gloves L, XL 

Winter Hats (Gently Used) 

Work Shirts and Pants (Gently Used) 

Rain Parkas 

Soap, Toothbrushes and Toothpaste 

Combs and Shampoo  
 

Please give from the Heart,  

and help these veterans. 

 

  Xerox Corporation of 

Harrisburg asked VFW Post 

9639 to assist them and the 

Market Place Grocery Store in their Xerox Community 

Involvement Program. The Post identified deserving 

Veteran families and assisted with distribution of 

Thanksgiving Dinners. The Post was given 50  bags con-

taining frozen turkeys, boxed potatoes, boxed filling, 

canned gravy, and canned peas to distribute.    

 THANKS XEROX 
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VFW Logo Reflects Mission of Caring for Others 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 History shows that the Cross of Malta, the emblem of the Veterans of Foreign 

Wars of the United States, was made the symbol of fighting men who were united by 

a solemn pledge of comradeship to fight for freedom and to aid the sick and the 

needy. Those ancient obligations are still symbolized by the VFWôs Cross of Malta. 

 

 The Cross of Malta is the symbol of their battles in time of war and of their 

campaign to defend the God-given rights of human beings in time of peace. The 

Cross symbolizes the compassion, or sympathy, of those men and women for the 

needy, which our contemporary veterans render to help make life better for all.  

 

 Upon joining the VFW, a person vows in the presence of Almighty God and 

the members to maintain loyalty to the government, to the VFW and to his com-

rades. 

 

 Together, the VFW and its Ladies Auxiliary foster true patriotism and 

strengthen freedom by word and deed. They improve their neighborhoods through 

community service, give aid to worthy comrades and support widows and orphans. 

 

 The Cross of Malta symbolizes the character and objectives of the VFW. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Lest We Forget 
Departed Comrades - Sisters - Post Members 

Eshleman-Pankake-Wolf  

Shellsville VFW Post 9639 

8926 Jonestown Road 

Grantville PA  17028-9524 

 

 

 

 

Address service requested 
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America is number One thanks to our Veterans  



 

First Annual New Yearõs Eve Buffet 

Shellsville VFW 9639 

8926 Jonestown Road 

Grantville, Pa. 17028 
Food Service by the Manada Hill Inn Inc  

4:30 P.M. until 10:00 P.M.) 

 

Our Legendary Carved Prime Rib of Beef, au jus 

 Carved Old Fashion Baked Ham 

Fresh Cajun Catfish 

Almond Crusted Breast of Chicken, Bing Cherry and Burgandy Sauce 

Fresh Broiled North Atlantic Whitefish 

Sweet and Sour Meatballs 

Sauteed Chicken Livers and Mushrooms 

New Years Pork and Sauerkraut 

Frest Vegetables 

Penna Marinara 

Mashed Potatoes 

Blue Cheese Steak Fries 

Steamed Shrimp 

Garden Salad, Home Made Dressing 

Shrimp Bisque 

Rolls and Butter 

Coffee, Iced Tea 

 

Flambe Dessert Table 

Bananas Foster, Cherries Jubillee, Peach Melba, Chocolate Fondue  

Adults-$16.95,  Children 4-11- $6.95 

 

Call Grant at 717-829-3432 for Reservations and Information 



 
Coming Attractions 

 
All You Can Eat Fried Oysters 

Sat. Jan. 2 and Sat. Jan. 16, 2010 

 
Warm Up January with Spare Ribs on Fridays 

½ Rack..$9.25     Full..$13.95 

 
Return of the ñKilbo Platterò 

Fri. Jan. 8 and Sat. Jan. 9, 2010 

 
Donôt Forget Your Sweetie!! 

Special Valentineôs Menu 
Feb. 12, 13, 14 

(Sunday Feb. 14, Dinner served until 8 P.M.) 

 
St Patôs Celebration 

Mar. 16 thru 20 

Best Corned Beef and Cabbage in the Area 

We Promise!!!!! 

 
(Remember- The Manada Hill Inn, Inc. is equipped to supply you with 

all of your catering needs. We have on site banquet facilities for 

groups up to 100 or off premise catering at the home, office, or hall for 

groups of any size. Call Grant for information at 717-829-3432.) 
 

Consider a Gift Certificate For Fellow VFW 9639 Members 
 

New Yearôs Eve Buffet Would Be a Great Holiday 

Surprise For Your Friends 


