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Dear Members,
The past three months
" have been very busy and reward
~ing for our VFW Post. Starting
- with Memorial Day weekend, the
_ | Post Honor Guard provided men
-orial services for our decease

‘ cemeteries in East Hanove
Township. The same weekend, sixteen of our me
bers distributed 3,500 VFW Buddy Poppies and sm
American flags to the p
and K-Mart. June started off with the annuakdgek

friendships among more than 800 ticket holders.
mid June, our VFW Post was highly honored at t
VFW State Convention, being named Ah -State
VFW Post for 2009/ 2010We also received awards
for our Post Newsletter at both the State and Natio
levels. On June 2% our Post held a Flag Retiremer
ceremony, properly disposing of more than 600 wa
flags that day. The following week, members gather
to perform road cleanp on our Adop&-Road pro-
gram. July hosted a new safety program with
members and guests participating in a Mature Drivg
Course presented by AAA. These are just a few of
activities that are going on at the Post, keeping ¢
members and friends active in the Community. V)
are very fortunate to have such an active VFW P
supported by its members, willing to volunteer the
time and talents to support our Veterans, deploy
service members, and our Community. Please acc
my personal AThank Youo
ported these many programs.

Yours in Comradeship
Tom Gordon, Post Commander

Veterans at each of the four

Dear Sisters,

The busy season has begun
and is only going to get busier. So
take note and | et 6.

The Ladies are having our
Fall Conference September™and
11", The sessions provide detailed
Minformation on the
“ and schedules.

Our October 2% meeting start time is being

m_
alnoved to 7:45 PM due to our participation in the Grant-
wilte| Halloweant Par§da. |Not conlyt does S RdstsColQr|
Guard lead the parade, we also have a float. Several
raffle and picnic that provided a great time sharipgnembers of our Post and Auxiliary sit on a float and dis-

Inribute candy along the route. The Auxiliary also hands
ne@ut packets of animal crackers to the infants and tod-
dlers. Join us!
3 Another Veterans Stand Down has been arranged
ndbr Oct 22% and 23 to benefit our local homeless Veter-
tans. | do not have the details yet, but will relay them as
rrsoon as they are available. In the meantime, mark your
edalendar and collect items to help these veterans retain
their dignity and perhaps rejoin society. (I.E. toiletry
| items, new socks and underwear, mind stimulating books
brand writing items) Note that the 3s also Make a Dif-
hterence Day. You WILL make a difference if you donate
uer volunteer your time and comradeship at the Stand
/dDown.
st Our Fall ham dinner will be held October"30
irManada Hill Catering has volunteered to do the cooking
edgain to help guarantee a profitable fundraiser. We still
epeed dishwashers, servers, desserts, angpdear down
crews scebe sure tonmake yourselfnalvadabls, wpat the
very least, come and enjoy the meal.
To get something you never had,
you have to do something you never did.

Linda Smith, President

VEW Post 9639 in service to God, Country and Community for over 60 years




QUARTERMAS TRERORY =—

SERVI CE OF REFORRn—

Dear members,

| would like to bring up one of Commande
Gordonds past columns th
point.

I't pert adnwot dVot e fdi
be Volunteers Our VFW post is made up of over 1,50
members that include veterans, ladies auxiliary, associ
and social members. But where are all the members w
our many post programs are planned and perform
There are fewer than 2% (30 members) that voluntee
perform 95% of our programs.

Every month there is a VFW function or pro
gram that needs your volunteer support.

If you say you have never been asked to he

then this is an invitation to each one of our members, Vel
eran, auxiliary, associate, and social to become involye

with your VFW post activities.
We need you if we are to continue with our mar

programs to support our veterans, deployed service men

bers, post canteen, community and our youth.

Without support it is very tough to complets
tasks. If you can help out please do even if it is for a h¢
when help is needed.

When volunteers are needed whether it is a wq
party or just to put newsletters together, we will have
flyer posted in various areas inside the post with infornj
tion to what is going on, the time, date, and contact p
son if needed. Some events or work party requests ca
posted in the newsletter since they are an annual e
like buddy poppy distribution, woods opening, holida
decorating, 15 week picnic, and woods closing just
name a few.

With the summer coming to an end we will neg

Dear Members of VFW Post 9639,

' VA Publishes New PTSD Claim Rules -

3]

On July 12, 2010 the Department of Veterans
v Affairs published new regulations on PTSD claims.
0 The new rules simplify and improve the
at PTSD claims adjudication process for veterans who
hethe DVA considers as netombatants by their job
2d classification. The new rules eliminate the time
[ t consuming requirement that VA adjudicators must

conduct to corroborate the veterans claimes@rvice

- stressors.

Under the new rules a veteran will be able to
IP establish an iservice stressor through his/her own
€ testimony provided that:
(1) the veteran has been diagnosed with PTSD;
ly (2) a VA psychiatrist/psychologist confirms that
|~ the claimed stressor is adequate to support a PTSD
" diagnosis;
X (3) the veterans symptoms are related to the
;u claimed stressor; and,

(4) the claimed stressor is consistent with the

< the records provide no clear and convincing evidence
a to the contrary.
er The veteran is no longer required to prove that

et he stressors must be r el
ytary or terrori st activi
ttmu st be Aconsistent with
stances of the veteranos

d Under the new §3.304(f) (3), any event or cir-

volunteers to complete projects at the picnic woods sUic cumstance that involves actual or threatened death or

as: paint playground equipment, form up and pour c(
crete for new cooler steps, repair a block wall in the b3
pavilion, repair and build picnic tables, restroom repai
repair the screens to keep wildlife out of the kitchen ar
and a variety of painting projects. Our RED HORS
friends are working on our volley ball court. These wo
details will be completed over a few weekends later t
summer and early this fall. If you would like to help, in
formation will be posted shortly. If you have any que
tions, feel free to email me at fhechler@vfw9639.org
give me a call at the VFW.

Fred Hechler,
Post Quartermaster

N serious injury, or a threat to the physical integrity of
N'the veteran or others, would qualify as a stressor.

M If you previously received a PTSD diagnosis,
E¢ but were denied servieeonnected disability because
rE your claimed stressors could not be validated, imme-
" diately contact an accredited Service Officer for assis-

_tance in reviewing your claim.

5- Contact your Post Service Officer for an
Or appointment by calling (717) 8841705.

. Audrey Bergstresser,
I Post Service Officer
" (717) 8841705

viw9639.0rg

All American Post&ime)
2

viw9639@verizon.net

br} places, types, and circumstances of his/her service and

h | he/she was in direct combat. The new rules states that

~
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KITCHEN UPDATE =5
i

T Bl R

CANTEEN UPDATE -—————_—_—

The Manada Hill Inn, Inc. wishes to thank th
membership and the Board of Directors for the cont
ued support we've received over the past year. We
learning every day which of our efforts are working at
trying to adjust those
we feel we have established a solid basis for our by
ness and plan to continue growing and, hopefully, K

—t

coming a more positive member of the VFW 9639 com

munity.

Many of you have taken advantage of our se
vices and great prices and offerings. For those of y
who haven't been regulars, try us out. We think you W

be pleasantly surprised by our offerings and will see the

Club as a new alternative for a night out or special cg
bration.

We are planning an extensive list of new af
proven special nights for the fall season. Please refe
the schedule enclosed with this newsletter. Keep it a
reference when contiplating a birthday or anniversary,
just a night out. We are always glad to see our friern
and we need to make your visits more frequent.

By the time this article is circulated, we wil

e
n.Dear Members,

are ltés hard to believe s

'd would like to welcome all of our new members. We are

hhdving dnodaly third speRidf fo¥ AsEociate dndl Sdtial @

IS'members. Join now for a 2011 membership and get the

*©-palance of 2010 for free. How about that for more bang

~for your buck!

- We have hired a new bartender Patrick McFad-

Ouden. He is working Tuesday, Saturday and Sunday eve-

il nings. Make sure you stop in sometime to meet him.

On August 2% we will be starting an in house

leSingle or double elimination 8 ball pool tournament. To
register contact either Liz Lamanna at 48879 or my-

d self at the post 4692195.

r to Check out our fine food, reasonably priced

s glrinks and our new small games of chance.

or Looking forward to seeing you soon.

dSTammy Grove,
Canteen Manager

ha
e

have a new daily menu in place. We hope some of

new items are going to be popular. We are also planning

to change the menu more often to keep it fresh ang
find the right mix of dinners, sandwiches and oth
items you will like. We are also planning to continu
more of our popular buffet nights"tand 4" Tuesdays,
Prime Rib, Seafood Buffet, etc.) as well as Pot Pie , F
Fry, and others. If you haven't been to Sunday Bre
fast/Brunch you are missing one of the best breakfs
(and prices!) around.

Again, thanks for your support and patronag
We enjoy serving VFW Post 9639 and look forward to
great Fall 2010.

Sincerely and in service,
Mike Lawyer and Grant Kyler
The Manada Hill Inn, Inc.

i Canteen ByLaw Changes

er
e In July, the Active Post Membership voted to

make two significant chan.
shBylaws. The first change, which was required by the
nk-Department of Pennsylvania Veterans of Foreign
stdVars, was to clarify that all Canteen officers and
Board members must be Active VFW Post members,
e. and only Active VFW Post members may vote on Can-
ateen operational matters. The second change was to
eliminate the need for Active VFW Post members and
VFW Ladies Auxiliary to be issued Canteen member-
ship cards.
Effective immediately, all Active VFW mem-
bers, and VFW Ladies Auxiliary members are author-
ized to use the Post Canteen by showing their valid

Ladies Auxiliary
Ham Dinner

Oct 30, 2010
4 PMto 7 PM

Adults $8.50 Kids (412) $4.50
Under 4 Free

VFW or Auxiliary membership card. VFW Post 9639
Canteen membership cards will no longer be issued to
Active VFW members or members of the Ladies Aux-
iliary. Since Associate and Social members of VFW
Post 9639 Canteen are not members of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars or its Auxiliaryall Associate and Social
members of the Post Canteen will continue to be issued
VFW Post 9639 Canteen membership cards, and must
show their Canteen membership card prior to being
served in our Canteen.

Thank you for understanding that we are com-

AfiCome Out and Enjoy a

(plying with Pennsyl vani abs

3



Prestigious Honor of
AAAmer i can

Second Time

P

This past year, 2009/2010, the Eshleman year, we have had 20 Veteran members of our Post

PankakeWolf (Shellsville) Veterans of Foreign War

Post 9639 again received the prestigious honor of bdingy i d e d

named aAnmeii Alcla n Posto.

State Commander nominates those Posts that have|fuGuard has also attended these graveside services,
filled mandatory requirements, grow by 5% in member-and each year leads the Grantville Holiday parade.

Post Honor Guard and Color Guard

st Tge Shellsville VFW Post has a very active
Honor Guard and Color Guard. During the past

pass away and our dfiember Honor Guard pro-
the military

nuen adquested. Additeonally,Fowmember Color

ship, and support the many Veterans programs ne¢esRecently, a few of the members of our Honor Guard

sary for consideration of this high honor. Prior
2008/2009, our Post had never received this Natio

honor even though we-Sthta
Post o numerous times by
Being namAdeancdm| Post

National Commander for the second time is truly {
honor, sincdess than 2% of all the VFW Posts in the
Nation are awarded this honor In fact, only 5 VFW

Posts in Pennsylvania out of the states 521 Posts|r
he
ind

ceived this honor in 2009/2010. This shows that
members of VFW Post 9639 support our Veterans §
service members, Community, and Youth.

0 and Color Guard have had to retire from active par-

Naticipation due to health issues; therefovee are

V $ookih§ fBra fel

t
0

AN rade, or lead the holiday parade with a military pres-
ence? All members of our Post are welcome to be

Dates to Remember
9/16- POST Aukxiliary Meeting 7:00 PM

Qdﬁd? rAen @Mworfiefjo Step up
dfd VEW| P aptye
coBly not Profide \rfilitdhy honors to a fallen com-

art of our Honor Guard or Color Guard, and we
provide all the training necessary. It is important

these military honors when requested.
If you would be willing to be a member of

hat we have a pool of members available to provide

honor

Cogmreder .wou

this great Team, please stop by the Post and speak to

Adjutant Randy Eckert, or call Commander Tom
Gordon at 219734.

9/23- POST Active Meeting 7:30 PM

9/23- Canteen MeetingFollowing Post Meeting

9/28- VAMC Patient Birthday Party2 PM

10/9 - Woods Close Up -9 AM

10/21- Halloween Parade6 PM at Post

10/21- POST Auxiliary Meeting7:45 PM

10/23- Fall Road Cleatp - (Donuts 8:30) 9 AM

10/27- VAMC Patient Birthday Party2 PM

10/28- POST Active Meeting 7:30 PM

10/28- Canteen MeetingFollowing Post Meeting

10/30- Ladies Auxiliary Ham Dinner 4 PM

Nov-Si gn up for the

11/2- Election Day- GET OUT and VOTE

11/7- 18th District Meeting 2 PM - Mechanicsburg

11/11- Veterans Day Canteen opens at noon

11/11- 14- Buddy Poppy FundraiserAll Weekend

11/17- Newsletter Labeling 6 PM

11/18- POST Auxiliary Meeting 7 PM

11/24- VAMC Patient Birthday Party2 PM

11/24- POST Active Meeting Wednesday’:30PM

11/24- Canteen MeetingFollowing Post Meeting

11/25- Thanksgiving Buffet Open to the Publie
Canteen Closed

11/29- Decorate Canteen for the Holidays

Chil d

Student Scholarship program for 262011
Contest Deadline is November 1, 2010

The Voice of Democracy(VOD) Oratorical
contest is for High School students. It is-& &inute
speech on tape or CD.
My Generation Have a Rol

ThePat r i o Es8ay coRtestris for Middle
School student. It is a 36800 word (Double spaced)

essay. The theme this
Maesg eGhorg st mas Party

The contests are open to all students. Public,

Th

e

y €

Parochial, Charter, and Home Schooled students may

participate. National prizes are: VO$30,000 and
Patriotos Pen $10,000.
(PA) also gives monetary awards.

In September the local schools will be con-

tacted. Each will have a Point of Contact, who will

f

have pamphlets for their schools contest. These pam-

phlets will also be in the VFW Post 9639 lobby. If

you need additional information contact our Chair-

man Richard Grubb at rgrubb@viw9639.org with
your guestions.



Flag Retirement Program this year during our

annual flag retirement ceremony on
June 2%, we retired over 600 flags.
At this yearb6s ceremony we

had the honor and privilege to retire

an American Flag that was brought

to us by one of our members who

just returned from a tour in Af-

ghani st an. Unt i | itods retirement

December 2009 the Flag was

proudly flown over the RED HORSE (Rapid Engineer Deployable Heavy

Operational Repair Squadron Engineers) compound at Kandahar Air Station,
Afghanistan. Because of the harsh environment in Afghanistan flags do not last real long.

As was the custom at Kandahar, the flag was flown at half mast upon the arrival of every American Militar
casualty and remained at half mast until the service member's remains left the base following a solemn ceremony ot
flight 1ine. Unfortunately, it was RED HORSEOs sad ¢

——— : e cmn Ment.  The  flag

B was presented for
retirement to our
Post by SMSgt
David Goodin,
PaANG, First
Sergeant, 201

' Gerry Ortiz, Jr.
Vice Commander

Post NEWSLETTER 2011 Entertainment Book

In 2009/2010 our Post Newsletter received first Once again weoll be sel

place recognition at the State level and third place rec 2011 Entertainment book at the Post Canteen. The
ognition at the Nati ona| booksareretaled for $35, but we are selling them fgr

Publication Contesto f orl $30. Allthe proceeds go to the Post. The books canbg, |

for communicating important VFW news and informa- Sgg:ghasedAat the c?nteen,”emailtme atl gortiz@viw
tion that promotes growth and participation in VF\W -0rg. Any questions call me at S2E61.

programs. Gerry Ortiz, Jr Vice Commander
New Current Events Bulletin Board Post Begins Safety Program
Each time you enter our VFW Post Home VFW Post 9639 conducted a Mature Drivers

and Canteen, take a few minutes to look around aCourse on July 6 and 1. Seventeen members partici-

the memorabilia, trophies, pictures, and plaguespated and will receive a reduction in their automobile insur-
There is a wealth of history in our VFW Post Homg. ance premium. The final results of how much discount have
Addi tionall vy, a new f cluoybgep tabulated; Boyaves, severgl feport they greyecefy
has been placed inside the main entrance to the Gar9 $ 60per person each year for the next three years. The
teen. Please take a few minutes to read the arti :Ie$
and view the pictures of our friends.

quite a savings for eight hours of participation and $22.
hat 6s an earning of near/|
tion.
The kitchen staff should be thanked for providing
beverages on both days and setting up the class room.
Other safety programs are planned for this next
year, some are expected to involve school students.




